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Nuclear bribery makes fracking pay-offs seem small fry 

 

There’s been outrage in recent weeks over the fracking industry’s attempt to bribe people to drop 

their opposition to fracking - by ‘compensating’ householders for the damage caused by extracting 

shale gas. 

 

But compared to the nuclear industry, the frackers are in the third division where bribery is 

concerned, as we know all too well in Cumbria. The nuclear industry leads the super league - and 

have been buying the people of Cumbria and our representatives for two decades now, writes 

Marianne Birkby,  spokesperson for Radiation Free Lakeland.  

 

Greenpeace claims that the fracking industry’s offer of 1% of revenues, with two thirds going to 

communities, will mean little for individual householders. Whereas the money poured into Cumbria 

for being home to the Sellafield reprocessing plant and the dumping ground for the UK’s nuclear 

waste runs into many hundreds of millions. 

 

The latest chapter in this scandalous tale happened last month, when  

a planning application went before County Councillors to keep the 

nuclear wastes arriving at Drigg, the UK’s Low Level nuclear waste site a few 

miles from Sellafield. This will mean stacking this dangerous material ever higher in shipping 

containers within open concrete vaults on the shifting sands of the West Coast.  

 

The Nuclear Decommissioning Authority (NDA) paid Copeland Borough Council (the area where 

Drigg and Sellafield are situated) an initial endowment of £10 million in 

2010 and will continue to pay £1.5 million a year into the fund for every 

year that the new Vault 9 takes waste. That is not small beer! 

 

And yet, unlike the recent fracking “bribes” - which at least involve private money - there has been 

barely a voice raised against this large scale use of public money to buy off opposition. 



 

 

This nuclear largesse was paid by the much lamented Department of Energy and Climate Change, 

which saw most of its budget going to the NDA. So we are all paying for the privilege of having 

nuclear waste dumped on our doorstep into eternity. 

 

So why is no-one shouting about this?  Not our political representatives, not even the 

environmental and conservation organisations who should be acting as vocal, impartial watchdogs 

on nuclear waste and nuclear new build. Why is the nuclear industry’s bribery a taboo subject?  

 

Well, because the tentacles of the nuclear bribery monster reach all facets of life in Cumbria. 

 

The Nuclear Decommissioning  Authority’s original remit was on decommissioning and the “social 

fund” was to help protect communities from the economic shock of nuclear 

closure. However the social fund has turned to a slush fund unfairly 

influencing communities on whether or not they should accept nuclear waste 

and new nuclear reactors in their midst. The evidence suggests that the 

slush fund is working its magic. 

 

Tens of millions of pounds has been given to hospitals, colleges 

and wildlife and heritage groups. Not just money but staff have been 

embedded in institutions like Cumbria County Council and Made in Cumbria 

which was established to help businesses involved in the food and craft 

services.  

 

Money has gone to lifeboat appeals, footpaths and a harbour 

wall scheme. The Citizens Advice Bureau in Copeland has received almost 

£80,000. All of these and many more have received money that should have 

come direct from the public purse but instead has been filtered through 

the prism of the nuclear industry as though it is some kind of sugar 

 

Many of the organisations who you might expect to challenge the nuclear industry, are receiving 

money from them. Cumbria Wildlife Trust has taken money from nuclear companies including 

Studsvik UK (now owned by EDF), who also are partners in running the Drigg site. The Trust also 

got £60,000 from SITA – whose parent company is ENGIE, partner in the plan for “the biggest 

nuclear development in Europe” known as “Moorside.”  Interestingly Moorside’s three untried, 

untested nuclear reactors next to Sellafield are “set to come online in 2025” the same time as 

Hinkley.  

 



 

 

The  fact that not one conservation group is shouting loudly about the 

poisoning of our air, our water and our sea may well be down to the 

nuclear taboo brought about by decades of nuclear bribery. 

 

Ian Roberts the Chair of Residents Action on Fylde Fracking puts it like 

this: “the battle against nuclear energy is significantly more difficult 

than the battle against fracking because that industry is well and truly 

embedded and has local support whereas the fracking industry is being held 

at bay while opposition grows significantly”. 

 

Cumbria is in the grip of a far reaching nuclear bribery scandal, yet it is hardly, if ever, discussed in 

the mainstream media. Let’s break the nuclear taboo, and make our voices heard. 

 

Let’s show the nuclear industry that we cannot be bought. Sign the petitions opposing new build 

near Sellafield and the continued dumping of nuclear waste at Drigg. 

 
https://you.38degrees.org.uk/petitions/stop-moorside-biggest-nuclear-development-in-europe 
https://you.38degrees.org.uk/petitions/lock-the-gate-on-drigg-the-uks-nuclear-waste-site 
 
ENDS 
 
For more information contact  
Radiation Free Lakeland: Marianne Birkby  
Mobile:  07733585079 
T: 015395 63671 
Email: rafl@mariannebirkby.plus.com 
 
 
REFERENCES: 
 
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/aug/07/fracking-bribe-public-accept-greenpeace-
labour-cash 
 
http://energydesk.greenpeace.org/2016/08/08/governments-fracking-payout-claim-just-not-true/ 
 
http://www.copelandcommunityfund.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2011/05/COPELAND-Report-for-
web.pdf 
 
http://www.thewestmorlandgazette.co.uk/NEWS/11694997.Cumbria_Wildlife_Trust_awarded___60
_000_to_create_40_hectares_of_reedbed_at_Foulshaw_Moss/http://utilityweek.co.uk/news/first-
nuclear-reactor-at-moorside-pushed-back-to-2025/1243902#.V6jhK65fZE4 
 
More on the Nuclear Slush Fund –Written by Pete Roche 
who used information from FOI request in 2008 made by Marianne Birkby of 
Radiation Free Lakeland (then of South Lakeland Friends of the Earth) 
http://powerbase.info/images/5/59/A_Nuclear_Slush_Fund.pdf 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 


